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uses people to drive vans, walk dogs at the 
PSPCA, stock food pantries, knit, garden 
and provide minor home repairs. 

If you don’t know whether you have a use-
ful skill, Gross says, ‘‘Come in and we may 
suggest something you hadn’t thought of.’’ 
Anyone with computer literacy is needed, 
and RSVP is looking for people to teach fi-
nancial literacy. 

Retiring after 42 years working on the rail-
road, Norm Feldman wanted a new chal-
lenge. 

The Tacony resident, a volunteer at the 
Clean Air Council for 27 years, has become 
an expert in indoor air pollution and radon. 
The octogenarian volunteers Wednesdays, 
and takes emergency calls at home, goes out 
to talk to schools and community groups on 
other days. 

He took some EPA training, but mostly 
learned on the job, and is so much an expert 
that he gets calls from county health depart-
ments. ‘‘Even professional people have prob-
lems and they can’t get answers from the 
city, state or federal government,’’ Feldman 
says, because most law deals with outside 
air. He’s the man on the inside. 

After Sunny, his beloved wife of 51 years, 
died four years ago, Ike Silverberg was de-
pressed, even suicidal. He tried some shrinks, 
but it didn’t help. The 85-year-old still 
misses Sunny like hell, but RSVP gave him 
a new life. 

Mondays and Fridays, mornings and after-
noons, he’s at the Delaware Valley Veterans’ 
Home, pushing a beverage cart, making sure 
the vets are hydrated. He’s happy doing it 
because the vets are appreciative. 

His Tuesdays and Wednesdays are very dif-
ferent. He drives from his Rhawnhurst home 
to Mayfair Elementary, where he sits with 
eight first-graders at a round table. Every-
one reads in turn and Ike challenges them on 
spelling. The great-grandfather of seven 
loves kids, so this is a treat for him. 

Wednesdays the chatty former construc-
tion worker, salesman and bagel-baker reads 
with third-graders at the JCC. All the volun-
teering keeps him out of ‘‘that house,’’ as he 
refers to his formerly happy, now lonely 
home. 

Getting out into the world is a benefit to 
volunteers, says Gross. According to a poll, 
she says, the No. 1 reason people give for not 
volunteering is: ‘‘No one asks them.’’ 

RSVP is asking. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, if I had been 
present on February 28, 2011, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 394, H.R. 347, and H.R. 
368. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 23RD ANNIVER-
SARY OF SUMGAIT MASSACRES 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to acknowl-
edge the 23rd anniversary of the vicious at-

tacks against Armenians in Sumgait, Azer-
baijan. 

Dozens of Armenians were killed. Hundreds 
were injured. Women, including young girls, 
were raped. 

Apartments were robbed, cars were burned, 
and local businesses were destroyed. 

According to testimony reviewed by the Su-
preme Court of the USSR: ‘‘Tenants were 
dragged from their apartments. If they tried to 
run and escape, the mob attacked them. The 
mob used metal rods, knives and hatchets, 
after which bodies were thrown into the fire.’’ 

But shockingly most of the Azeris who com-
mitted these horrific acts and their accom-
plices in government were not brought to jus-
tice. 

The Sumgait Massacres are part of a long 
and disgraceful history of violence against the 
Armenian people. 

It is long past time for the United States to 
officially recognize the Armenian genocide. 
This anniversary should serve as a reminder 
that we can stay silent no more. 

Let’s take this moment to remember all 
those who lost their lives at Sumgait and 
pledge to prevent ethnic cleansing from occur-
ring anywhere in the future. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. GABOR 
PAPP 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Mr. Gabor Papp, 
a man who was devoted to preserving and 
celebrating Hungarian culture and language. 

In 1915, Mr. Papp was born in 
Maramarossziget, Hungary. He earned his law 
degree at the University of Debrecen before 
moving to Cleveland after World War II. In 
1951, Mr. Papp began working as a draftsman 
at Lucas Machine Tool Co. and Acme-Cleve-
land Corp. 

In 1958, Mr. Papp founded the Hungarian 
School at St. Emeric Catholic Church, serving 
as its principal and director for 27 years. The 
Hungarian school teaches both children and 
adults about Hungarian language and culture. 
He also served as an officer at the United 
Hungarian Fund, where he spearheaded phil-
anthropic efforts for scholarships, disaster re-
covery, and many other programs. Mr. Papp 
was also a volunteer at the Senior Ethnic Find 
of Cleveland. As a result of his dedication to 
the community he was honored by numerous 
government officials throughout his life. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Mr. Gabor 
Papp, a true leader. Mr. Papp’s devotion to 
the Hungarian community of Cleveland was 
admirable and irreplaceable. I extend my sin-
cerest condolences to his wife of 64 years, 
Katalin; his daughters, Eva, Klara, Gabrielle, 
and Susan; and his many grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SHINGLES 
PREVENTION ACT 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
reintroduce the Shingles Prevention Act. 

Many of us have had shingles or know of 
others, especially over the age of 60, who 
have. In 2006 a new vaccine was created that 
prevents occurrence of shingles or dramati-
cally reduces the symptoms and pain of shin-
gles. Experts agree that adults over the age of 
60 should receive this immunization. 

Half of us will experience shingles by the 
time we are 80. Shingles is a painful skin rash 
often accompanied by fever, headache, chills, 
and upset stomach. What is more pressing is 
that one in five shingles patients will endure 
post-herpetic neuralgia—severe pain lasting 
much longer than the rash itself. The pain can 
be so intolerable that patients are house-
bound, and there have been cases of suicide 
from the disease. Shingles is most common 
among seniors because the immune system 
wanes with age, making Medicare bene-
ficiaries the best candidates for the vaccine. 

Since its development in 2006, the shingles 
vaccine has been recommended for adults 60 
years or older by the Centers for Disease 
Control. However, current Medicare Part D 
coverage of the vaccine is insufficient. Not all 
beneficiaries are enrolled in Part D or another 
drug prescription plan. More important, seniors 
are facing high out-of-pocket costs due to a 
lack of coordination among doctors, phar-
macies, and Part D plans. For example, there 
is no established direct billing method between 
doctors and plans for Part D vaccines. Be-
cause of this, beneficiaries typically must pay 
the full price up front, which results in out-of- 
pocket costs that limit access to those that 
need the vaccine the most—our seniors. 

The billing problem, the resulting low utiliza-
tion of the vaccine, and costly storage require-
ments are enough to keep many doctors from 
stocking the vaccine. When doctors do not 
stock, beneficiaries’ only alternative is to ob-
tain the vaccine from pharmacists. But many 
states do not allow pharmacies to administer 
Part D vaccines, so the beneficiary has to take 
the vial from the pharmacy back to the physi-
cian office. Thus, a senior who is thinking 
about getting vaccinated would have to go first 
to the doctor’s office for a consult, then to the 
pharmacist, then back to the doctor for the 
shot. 

Not surprisingly, many seniors are not get-
ting immunized against shingles. This low utili-
zation rate contributes to the half a billion dol-
lars of treatment costs per year and, for hun-
dreds of thousands of seniors, many weeks 
spent suffering from a disease that could have 
been prevented. The Shingles Prevention Act 
will move shingles vaccine coverage to Part 
B—thus treating it in the same manner as the 
flu vaccine under Medicare, simplifying the 
process for physicians and beneficiaries, and 
lessening the cost burden for our seniors. This 
is a common sense and cost effective way to 
increase access to high quality health care for 
our seniors, and I look forward to working with 
my colleagues to ensure its passage. 

Mahalo nui loa (thank you very much). 
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